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COTTON GIN EQUIPMENT - UNITED STATES 
1972 


SUMMARY 


Cotton gin batteries continue to decrease in number in the United States, 
according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. 
The prolonged downward trend in the number of batteries has had little effect 
on overall capacity for the cotton ginning industry. Much of the loss has been 
in the less efficient and older gins which in many cases have been replaced by 
high-capacity gin plants. Changes in the ginning industry have occurred in 
close conjunction with the transition from manual to mechanized harvesting of 
the cotton crop which is virtually completed. 


This bulletin presents in tabular form specified types of equipment and 
machinery in cotton gins in the United States at the beginning of the 1972-73 
season. Data are shown in five groups of three tables each. The first group 
of three tables covers equipment by states and the United States. The other 
four groups of tables present ginning data by classing office territories and 
states in each of the four geographical areas of the Cotton Belt. 


The number of active gin batteries has decreased at an accelerated rate 
during recent years. There were about 3,700 batteries in July 1972 compared 
with 4,700 batteries in 1967 and 5,400 in 1962. The largest decrease in gin 
batteries, by geographic area, occurred in the southeastern area of the belt 
with 370 fewer batteries in 1972 than in 1967. The smallest decrease was in 
the far western area where there were 79 fewer batteries. 


Virtually all active gin batteries in the United States are equipped with 
lint cleaners. Nearly 3,700 batteries had lint cleaning facilities, equiva- 
lent to over 99 percent of the total. This is a slight percentage increase 
over five years ago and compares with 93 percent in 1962. There has been a 
further increase in the number of gins having multiple stages of lint cleaning. 
Over four-fifths of all gin batteries with lint cleaners have two or more 
stages of cleaning. This compares with approximately three-fourths in 1967 
and two-thirds in 1962. 


The number of cotton gin batteries with seed cotton cleaning equipment 
above the distributor has continued to increase. For example, there were 
2,147 batteries with stick and green leaf machines in July 1972, equivalent to 
58 percent of the total. This compares with 49 percent five years ago and 25 
percent ten years ago. The proportion of gin batteries with other kinds of 
seed cotton cleaning equipment such as magnets and green boll traps also in- 
creased somewhat in recent years. 


Seed cotton driers are now installed in practically every gin. Nearly 
three-fourths of the gin batteries with seed cotton driers have two or more 
stages of drying. This compares with about two-thirds five years ago and a 
little over one-half in 1962. 


The latest tabulation on gin equipment indicates that there are more 
cotton gin batteries with moisture meters and moisture restoration systems 
than there were five years ago despite the sharp decrease in the total number 
of batteries during this period. 


suly 28) 1972 
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